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preparazione al lawro including the Centri di primo addestra-
mento and the Centri di Imoro for children up to fourteen and
from fourteen to seventeen. It is not known, however, how far
the actual setting up of these boarding-schools and 'centres'
went.
The part taken by the Syndicates and Corporations in educat-
ing the workers had been little more than nothing, in spite of the
declarations of the Charter of Labour. In 1942 two institutes
depending on them tried to give life to a regular educational
activity for the workers. The Istituto Nazionale Fascista per
VAddestramento ed il Perfezwnamento dei Lavoratori delFIndustria
(I.N.F.AJP.L.I.) and the corresponding one for the workers of
Commerce (I.N.F.A.P.L.C.) started hundreds of Bourses all over
Italy, both vocational and political.
While the social-educational policy of Bottai went along these
lines, aiming mostly at the lower secondary schools and at the
Party and syndical organizations, the elementary and higher
secondary schools and the universities continued working as
they had done before the School Charter. The main change for
the elementary schools was their final incorporation into the
State system, since the teachers were recognized as State officials.
This measure, which slightly improved their financial position,
and was perhaps considered by them as a recognition of their
merits, made them also members of the huge bureaucratic
hierarchy of the Fascist State. The institution of the Labour
Schools and Artisan Schools forecast by the School Charter was
brought about only in part. It does not appear to have affected
the schools themselves to any extent, as the redistribution of
classes and curricula was more verbal than substantial.
It appears that a reform of the universities was being studied.
Bottai had asked the advice of the Rettori and professors, in order
to know what was needed to bring the universities into line with
the principles of the School Charter. But nothing came of this
before 1943, so that De Vecchi's organization of the universities
lasted unchanged to the end of Fascism. Bottai had to carry on
the provisions of the decree of 1936, although they aimed at
perpetuating that compromise between vocational and scientific
education which was to be avoided according to the School
Charter.